

















THE STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE.
To the Inhahitmits of the Town of Amher^t^ in the County
of Hillshoro\ in said State^ qualified to vote in Town
Affairs :
You are hereby notified to meet at the town hall,
in said Amherst, on Tuesday, the eight day of March
next, at nine of the clock in the forenoon to act upon
the following subjects :
1. To choose all necessary town officers for the
year ensuing
2. To raise such sums of money as may be neces-
sary to defray town charges for the ensuing year and
make appropriation of the same.
3. To raise such sum of money as may be necessa-
ry for repairing highways and bridges.
4. To raise such a sum of money as may be neces-
sary for school purj)0ses.
5. To raise such a sum of money as may be neces-
sary for the maintenance of the Town Poor.
6. To see what sum of money the town will raise
and appropriate for the observance of Memorial Day.
7. To see what sura of money the town will vote
to raise and appropriate for the Public Library.
8. To see if the town will vote to have a new ap-
praisal of the real estate in town.
9. To see if the town will vote to sell the town
farm.
10. To see if the town will vote to place names of
deceased soldiers on the monument yeaily,
11 To hear the reports of agents, auditors, commit-
tees and other officers heretofore chosen and pass any
vote in relation thereto.
12. To transact any other business that may legally
come before said meeting.








Insiircauce tax, $ 11 25
Savings bank tax, 1,495 30
Railroad tax, 361 84
Literary fund, 98 58
Interest on Nutt fund for schools, 170 50
County of Hillsborough, 974 81
Collected taxes of 1896, 1,244 58
« " " 1897, 9,125 40
Notes, 1,262 24
Police court, 400 00
Rent of town hall 84 00
Cemetery lots sold, 9 00
Interest on Nutt fund (E. K. Burtt), 7 00
Interest on taxes of 1896, 18 08
" " " 1897, 11 31
C. B. Sargent, license, ' 2 00
John Grafton, use of kettles, 2 50
W. B. Byrd, error in bill, 1 00
fU15,279 89
Advanced by treasurer, 40 75
Cr. cash paid out.
Due treasurer, as last report,
State tax,
County tax,

















Abatement on taxes of 1896,







Whole amount paid out on orders,
Whole amount received by treasurer.
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TAX COLLECTOR.






Miss Abby B. Meleudy, f^O 00
Mrs. E. W. Nichols, 27 00
H. H. Belden, old bill, 11 00
H. H. Belden, 11 00
F. C. Taylor, 6 00
Mrs. Julia A. Hill, 3 00
Mrs. Julia A. Hill, old bill, 3 00
J. P. Trow, 3 00




W. S Peaslee, 3 00
J. F. Hanson, 3 00
F. Hartshoin, 3 00
H. Boutelle, 3 00
G. P. Bennett, 3 00
D. H. Khoades, 3 00
SCHOOLS.
TOWN OFFICKKS.
Horace T. Harvell, first selectman, J
Luther B. Converse, second "
Frank E. Willoby, third "
Fred Boutelle, tax collector,
R. S. Boiitell, constable,
A. C. Decatur, police,
W. D. Clark, supervisor,
W. L. Weston,
Frank E. Willoby, "
F. C. Taylor, treasurer,
W. U. Clark, town clerk,
E K. Burtt, sexton,
Horace T. Harvell, overseer of poor,
Luther B. Converse, " "
Frank E. AVilloby,
C. D. Wilson, auditor,
J. E. Upton, "
A. M. Wilkins, moderator,
Frederick Chandler, board of health,
Horace T. Harvell, overseer for county poor,
Frank E. Willoby, "
W. B. Byrd, to balance account at farm,
TOWN POOR.
N. H. Asylum for Insane, board Mrs.
Drucker |217 56
Mary Woods, care of her mother, 15 00







Clark & Sloan, goods for Mike Bresnalian,
Frederick Chandler, medical attendance
for Mike Bresnahan,
Clark & Sloan, goods for J. P. Webster,
J. B. Pettengill, medical attendance J. P.
Webster,
J. B. Pettengill, medical attendance for N.
J. Wetherbee,
Clark & Sloan, goods for N. J. Wetherbee,
Frederick Chandler, medical attendance Geo.
W. W. Lamphere,




T. S. Merrow, board of D. W. Cram,
J. A. Ober, goods for " '*
Clark & Sloan, goods for Mrs. Bnckley,
Clark & Sloan, goods for Mrs. Butterfield,
F. < ). Lamson, aid to Mrs. Butterfield,
J. F. Bills, rent for Mrs. Hutchinson,
Horace T. Harvell, wood for Mrs. Hutchinson,
Frederick Chandler, medical attendance John
Fancher,
NOTES, PRINCIPAL AND INTEREST.
Souhegan National Bank, principal and
interest, $807 88
Lydia M. Merrill, interest. Hi 00
Benjamin Merrill, '• 15 00
F. D. Noyes, principal and interest. 111 02
E. K. Burtt, interest on Nutt fund, 12 00
Kliza Eaton, interest, 24 GO
Geo. E. Farley, " 37 91
Trustees Lawrence fund, interest, 2.3 87







Lemuel Fuller, land damage on account
of new road,
II. M. Parker, care of watering trough,
Emma L. Clark, copying,
Charles Pherson, repairs on church and
steeple,
Chas. E. Akeley, painting front of church
and steeple,
Frank C. Taylor, expense to Manchester
and Nashua,
Robert Atkinson, cleaning soldier's monument, 8
A. C. Decatur, feeding' and lodging 31 tramps, 15
K. C. Eastman, order booJvS, etc., 5
E. K. Burt, lumber, nails and labor for
engine house, 45
E. K. Buit, lumber and lab.or on belfry,
" " " " hearse house, 17
George A. Meserve, making and painting
sigh boards,
W. W. Sloan, care of town clock,
W. D. Clark, cash and recording marriages,
births and deaths,
W. D. Clark, notifying jurors, blanks, etc.
Fred Boutelle, postage,
R. U. Prince, mowing and raking,
Geo. W. Bosworth, expenses to Boston, to col-
lect interest on Spalding school fund,
H. L. & N. 1. Peaslee, for wood used building
new road, old bill,
J. F. Hanson, burying horses,
George F. Hanson, blacksmith work,
R S. Boutell, dog killer,
H. H. Parkhurst, work on town clock,
O. H. Lowd, making and painting sign boards, 1
H. T. Harvell, postage and stationery,
Luther B. Converse, postage and stationery,
R. D. ]\Ioore, for writing warrants and com
plaint.
W. B. Rotch, insuring library,
" " insuring town house,




















Fred Kobertsluivi-, in haying,
Will Hill, catting wood,
E. P. Bartlett, husking corn,
C. F. Wright, one calf,
F. E. Willoby, one calf,
Walter Batchelder, one cow,
Walter Loring, hold fast corn ties,
George <Jennison, one calf,
E. R. French, difference between cows,
W. T. Russell, veterinary, five visits and
medicines,
James Drewett, two pigs,
'J. A. Ober, blanket,
George Avery, milk pails and faucets,
C. D. Wilson, groceries, grain, etc.,
Clark & Sloan, " " "
Charles Pea-sons, filing saws,
George F. Hanson, shoeing, etc.,
A. M. Philbrick, use of planter,
Erving Baily, labor,
Fred Boutelle, apples,
" " tomato plants,
Dunbar, repairing harness, and oils,
T. S. Merrow, butter,
F. C. Taylor's bill,
George K. Walker, butcher's bill,
T. S. Merrow, butter, cheese, etc.,
Groceries and supplies,







































John H. Dodge, Road Agent, in account loith
The Town of Amhekst*
Dr.
Received of town treasurer as per order of
the selectmen for highways, $1,745 36
Cr.
Charles Wheeler, $ 7 28
Fred Robershaw, 152 53
C. A. Mason, 18 60
Edward G. Hodgman, 173 47
Frank Reade, 16 27
John H. Dodge, 243 30
Horses, 437 55
Henry Keyes, 6 52
C. C. Clark, 131 86
John Hadlock, 55 00
Burns & Son, 2 75




R. H. Prince, 20 60
John Gould, 90
O. W. Loud, 50
Albert Philbrick, 1 40
C. A. Pettengale, 2 55
William Staples, 42 75
Louis Clark, 72 55
Nathaniel Carpenter, 7 50
L. F. Bills & Son, 15 75
H. W. Secomb, 1 40





L. F. Bills & Son,
20
We certify that we have examined the above account and
find it eorrectlv cast and pi'operly vouched.






During the year 20 cases, all of a criminal nature, have been
before the court, and have been disposed of as follows :
Paid fines and costs, 13
Bound over to supreme court, 4




From fines and costs, |605 21
EXPENDITURES.
R. S. Boutelle, oflicer's fees,
A. C. Decatur, " "
F, W. Ordway, « "
F. J. Brown, one-half fines.
Complaints and warrants.
Witness fees and mileage,
F. C. Taylor, town treasurer,
$605 21
We certify that we have examined the foregoing accounts





It will be seen from the foregoing statement that all fines,
witness fees, complaints and warrants have been paid direct fi-om
the court to those entitled to receive the same and that ($400 has
been paid to the town treasurer. The selectmen have drawn
$47 01
22
orders for salaries and books amounting to $100.65, which, de-
ducted from $400, the amount paid the town treasurer, leaves
1293.35 as the net proceeds of the court for the year enping Feb-
15, 1898.
AARON M. WILKINS, Justice.
WILLIAM D. CLARK, SpecialJustice.
23
Report of Committee of Spalding Schiool Fund,
The income received for the year 1897 is as follows :
Massachusetts Hospital Life Insurance Co., 'f2()0 00
Concord, N. H., Water Bonds, 105 00
15 shares Peterboro' Railroad, 60 00
Central Savings Bank, Lowell, 21 33
Total income, $386 33
Cr.
Paid W. W. Sloan, trea8urer Board of Education, |386 33
The investments have not been changed during the year and
are as follows
:
Massachusetts Hospital Life Insurance
Co., 15,000 00
Concord City Water bonds, registered, 3,000 00
15 shares Peterboro' Railroad stock, 1,500 00
Central Savings Bank, Lowell, Mass., 500 00
$10,000 00
We would congratulate the tax payers that the securities are




Committee of Spalding School Fund.
We have seen and examined the above stocks and find them





Amherst, N. H., Feb. 21, 1898.
We certify that we have examined the above account and find






The trustees report as follows :
April 1.1, lH9(i. To note i-iveii by town, $400 00
" 17, 1807. Interest, Ki 00
1416 00
April 17, 1897. Taid K. K. Burtt, interest,
for cemetery work, -f 1(5 00





Received of D. A. Fletcher, trustee of Campbell fund, $16 00
Cr.
By labor on cemetery lot for years 1896 and
1897, 15 00
cash on hand, 11 00
$16 00
E. K. BURTT, Sexton.
Feb. 15, 1898.
V\'e certify that we have examined the foregoing accounts




Report of Trustee of Nutt Cemetery Fund,
Received interest on fund, $12 00
Cr.
By labor on lots, $5 00
cash paid town, 7 00
$12 00
E. K BURTT, Trustee.
We have examined the above account and find it correctly





Trustees of Aaron Lawrence School Fund.
1)K.
May 6, 1890. Received from Nashua Sav-
ings bank, f|324 49
Oct. 2, 1897. Received from Xashua Sav-
ings bank, 162 24
Received interest to Feb. 7, 1898, 28 87
Cr.
Feb. 7, 1897. By paid W. W. Sloan, treas-
urer school board, f23 87







We certify that we have examined the foregoing accounts





18TH ANNUAL REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES
OK THE
AMHERST TOWN LIBRARY.
The fathers of our nation considered the church and
the school the best foundations for the social system
they were to baild. To-day, while their value has not
lessened, the public library supplements both.
By it we are brought in contact with the master
minds of the world ; and if we make the best use of it,
its influence is to broaden our intellectual vision, so
that life will come to have a nobler purpose and a
grander future.
To illustrate the advantage a good library affords, in
a community like ours, take the study of history, feu-
example. In the schools, it is, of necessity, expressed
in the shortest, and therefore, the driest way.
In a library the subject is dealt with by the great
historians of the woild in such a way that the reading
is a fascinating study. Score after score of the ablest
writings, on this and kindred subjects, line our shelves,
inviting young and old to the riches they contain. In
no way can patriotism be so surely established as in
reading the noble volumes which relate to the past of
our own country, and the men to whom she owes her
greatness.
Even in the domain of fiction many a book w^ill
convey a lesson of right living, and preach a more ef-
fective sermon than some pulpit efforts can claim.
In every department which our limitations will al-
low us to enter, we have sought to place good books ;
and the kindness of friends has enabled us to do still
more.
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We bespeak for this institution a continuance of the
interest, on the part of our citizens and others, which
has made the work of the trustees pleasant in the past,
to the end that it may fulfill its mission as an educator
in this good old town.
We cannot close without expressing our hearty
thanks for the many presents the library has received
during the year.
We would also put on record our obligation to Miss
Fletcher, of the trustees, through whose efforts we feel
that many of these gifts were obtained.
A new book-stack, corresponding to the others, has
been added to the library loom ; and one of oak for ref-
erence books has been placed in the reading room.
The librarian. Miss Stearns, has performed her du-
ties, as usual, in a way that has been satisfactory to all.
The rooms, the books and everything connected
with the library have been cared for in the best possible
way.
Duiing the illness, for several weeks, of the libra-
rian, her duties wete most acceptably performed by
Miss (xrace R. Moor.
4053 books and periodicals were taken out by 104
families. The library contains nearly 3000 volumes.
Its rooms are attractive, its librarian conrteous and
its benefits should extend to every family in town.
GIFTS TO THE LIBRARY IN 1897.
Twelve volumes, Mis. Chas. H. Campbell.
Twenty-eight volumes, Col. Geo. H. Campbell.
Forty volumes. Miss A. M. Means.
Nineteen volumes, Mrs. G, A. Spalding.
Six volumes, Mrs. F. A. Smith.
Four volumes, Mrs. G. W. Nichols.
Five volumes, Miss Boylston.
Twent}^ volumes, heirs of E. D. Boylston.
Twelve volumes, heii-s of Mrs. L C Eklridge.
One volume, Mrs. S. C. Aiken.
One volume, Mrs. Mary K el ley.
Six volumes. Sec. <>f State, Ezra Stearns.
Seven volumes, Dept. of. Int., Washington, D. C.
One volume. State Library.
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Subscriptions to the follovvino- periodicals for 1897 :
Ladies* Home Journal, Mrs. J. F. Whittemore.
The Farmers' Cabinet, Col. W. B. Rotch.
The Bookman, Mrs. J. G. Davis.
An ancient copy of Amherst Town Treasurer's book
for the year 1770 ; also "The True Account of the De-
falcation of the Hillsborough Bank," Mis. H. C. Dodge.
Portrait of Mr. JanT-es W. Towne, from his son, Mr.
Arthur G. Towne
Lamp for entrance hall, Mrs. G. W. Nichols.
Charier and records of Farmers' Bank, from the
daughters of Dr. Edward. Spalding.
Ancient book of John Farmer's, H. W. Secombe.
Record of Amherst^ Library Association, 1793 to
1832, from the heirs of E. D. Boylston.
Labels for books from Col. W. B. Rotch
A year's numbers of Life and Light, from Miss
Clara A. Weston.







Miss L. R. Fletcher, \
ieim p iviaicn, i»y».
m'I' W. D.^'laZ"'
I
'^^'™ "^P"""' March, 1899.
Mr^. C^ W.\ichols,
I
Term expires March, 1900.
A. J. McGown, President.
Mrs. W. D. Clarke, Secretary and Treasurer.
Trustees of Amherst Town Library in Account
with the Town of Amherst.
By balance in treasury,
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To services of librarian, $50 00
services of janitor, . 15 00
cleaning library, 2 50
new books, 33 32
express, 2 60
bill for binding, 23 55
wood, * 3 75
small oak table, 1 50
magazine subscriptions, 23 10
leather cushion for chair, 2 50
oak book case and asli stack, 19 20
incidentals, postage, etc., 3 72
cash on hand for supplement, bindilig, etc., 51 68
1232 42
FANNIE L. CLARK,




For The Year Ending December 31, 1897
BIRTHS.
Jan. 10, a daughter to Fred O. and Grace M. Stevens.
Jan. 21, George Ray, a daughter to Jeremiah E. and Etta L.
Upton.
Feb. 8, Bessie Hazel, daughter to James B. and Ada E. Petten-
gill.
March 2, Harriet Emeline, a daughter to George A. and Lizzie J.
Meserve.
March 8, Grace Waiigh, a daughter to Edward P. and Cora W.
Bartlett.
March 27, Harold Byron, a sou to Fred E. and Bertha A. Burtt.
April 1, Guy Vernon, a son to Charles A. and Lilla A. Mason.
June .5, a son to Watson B. and Isabelle S. Byrd
June 24, William M. a son to John and Annie Atherton Dixon.
July 15, Leroy Miller, a son to Percy M. ani Clara M. Hammond.
July 30, a daughter to Joseph F. and Mary A. Davidson.
August 5, Willard Parker, a son, to George E. and Mary A. Par-
ker.
August 21, a daughter to Carl and Amanda C. Pherson.
Sept. 10, a son to Edwin G. and Sarah L. Hodgman.
Sept. 18, a son to Timothy and Margaret Sullivan.
Nov. 3, Isabelle Louise, a daughter to Daniel K. and Hattie L.
IVIarvell.
Nov. .5, a son to James H. and Mary E. Atkinson.
Dec. 7, (31ive Ruth, a daughter, to Harry and Anna C. Boutelle.
Dec. 9, a son to Chaa"les N. and Georgiana Caldwell.
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:\IARRTAGES.
Jan. 28, Fred E. Burtt and Bertha A. Bills, botli of Amlierst.
Feb. 6, Frank West of Derby Line, Vt., and Julia Gouett, both of
Amherst.
April 3, Daniel K. Marvellof Amherst and llattie L. Smith.
April 21, Arthur L. Pease and Annie L. Bontelle, both of Amherst.
May 1, Carl ,J. Phersoii of Amherst and Amanda Carlson of Low-
ell, Mass.
-June 10, Fred Bontelle of Amherst and Martha E. Boutelle of
Corinth, Me.
June 30, Albert H. Caldwell of Amherst and Lizzie G. Buitt of
Milford, N. H.
June 23, John F. Pesterfield and Kate Buckley, both of Amherst.
Dec 14, Herbert C. Crooker of Amherst and Jessie L. Elvin of
Mont Vernon, N. H.
DEATHS.
Jan. 11, Martin Brennan, aged 2(5 yrs.
Jan. 16, infant daughter of Fred O. and Grace M. Stevens.
Jan. 24, Bridget Bresnihan, aged 65 years.
Feb. 9, Mary O. Farmer, aged 9.5 years, 10 montlis, 2 days.
March 17, Louis P. Parsons, aged 66 years,- 5 months, 11 days.
March 19, Delia L. "Miller, aged 64 years.
April 28, George Hodgeman, aged 92 years, 8 months, 25 days.
Sept. 3, Harriet E. Hutchinson, aged 76 years, 5 months.
Sept. 3, James U. Prince, aged 69 years.
Sept. 18, infant son of Timothy and Margaret Sullivan.
Oct. 3, Angeline Proctor, aged 57 years, 8 months, 14 days.
Oct. 19, Lucia A. Shepard, aged 75 years, 3 months, 28 days.
Oct. 25, George P. Boutelle, aged 36 years, 2 months, 26 days.
Dec. 8, Susan E. Daniels, aged 77 years, 2 months.
Dec. 19, Stephen Wheeler, aged 66 years, 1 month, 5 days.
The following persons were brought to Amherst for burial
during the year ending Dec. 31, 1897 : Elizabeth Brown, Leander
B. Barker, Bertha F. Butterfield, child of Everett Berry, Henry
O. Aiken, Christina K. Howard, Irene A. Whittendon, Mary
Langley, Jane F. Goodnow, Daniel Robinson, Xathariel Manning".
WILLIAM D. CLARK, Town Clerk.
Cabinet Job Print, Milford, N H.


